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Analysis of Rape Culture in India 
Rape seems to be embedded in the Indian culture. The incidences of rape in most Indian States, including Madhya Pradesh, are massively widespread to the extent that women and girls have to contend with harsh realities that threaten their very existence. The common belief that rape is an Indian culture seems to be supported by the prevalence of numerous cases of rape and highly publicized court cases that have drawn the attention of the entire country and the world at large. The progress made in the fight against rape is still fraught with innumerable challenges, especially due to the absence of strong laws to fight rape. It is also imperative to note that the cultural inclinations towards disregard of women and girls as equal humans to men has played a crucial role in entrenching rape crime. The perception of women and girls who get raped further makes it impossible to achieve a successful fight against rape crimes in India. Indeed, the intensification of rape crime in India is perpetuated by the weak and unfavorable laws for deterrence, backward cultural inclinations promoting male chauvinism and mistreatment of women, as well as the widespread stigma surrounding rape crime victims. 
The existence of weak and unfavorable laws to deter rape crimes in India is a major issue of concern to me on the perpetuation of rape crimes against women. Indeed, many women and girls continue to suffer under the hands of the police whenever they report cases of rape. Based on contemporary knowledge on rape crimes in India, it is clear that the existing laws are an impediment to the realization of success in the war against rape. For instance, according to Karp, Marwah, and Manchanda, the public authorities are generally reluctant to implement laws and policies that would effectively abolish rape and violence against women and girls in India (1). Citing a landmark case of rape dating back in 1972, where a teenage girl named Mathura was gang raped and murdered, the authors contend that there have not been much transformation in terms of policy (Karp et al. 1). The public debate on rape was further intensified by the Nirbhaya case of 2012, which led to mass protests across India. Numerous laws and amendments have recently been enacted in India to fight rape. The laws and amendments have heralded a new dawn for the women and girls; thus, increasing the levels of reported cases. Nevertheless, there is much more to do in terms of implementation of the newly enacted laws, especially because most law enforcement officers are yet to fully commit to the fight against rape and violence against women and girls.
The backward Indian cultural inclinations and practices are to blame for the failed fight against rape and violence towards women. There are numerous proofs that support the existence of bad cultural practices that disregard women as important human players in the Indian community. Indeed, the Indian traditions have a significant role in perpetuating rape crimes. Indian traditions view women as objects as opposed to normal humans. Indian women are not accorded the opportunity to give their views on their education and marriage. This is a major issue of concern to my understanding of rape crimes in India. Indeed, as evident in Hong’s adventures, women rarely lived alone in the Apartment 88, according to the narrator who says, “I am one of the few women who live alone in this building” (Hong 53). This clearly demonstrates the level of vulnerability women suffered in the event that they lived alone. The acceptable cultural practices are meant to instil fear on women and make them wholly dependent on men for protection and livelihood, since their place is designated in the kitchen. 
Stigma against victims of rape and violence is a major impediment for women to access justice against the perpetrators of violence and rape crimes. According to human rights watch of November 2017, on issues relating to rape and violence against women, the effected changes towards reduction of rape crimes have fallen short of their objectives (Human Rights Watch 2). The report cites a recent case drawn from Rohtak where police officers were culpable for messing up a rape crime reported to them. It is also evident that many girls and women opt to avoid the embarrassment suffered whenever they report rape crimes to the police. The human rights watch also identifies other social institutions such as hospitals as lagging behind in the fight against rape and violence on women. The fact that the survivors are subjected to ridicule and intimidation by the medical professionals discourage them from seeking help in the hospitals.  
From the foregoing, rape in India is facing a major challenge that continues to be experienced by girls and women. Efforts need to be put towards reducing and completely eradicating cases of rape and violence on women in India. Although legislations have been enacted to help in this fight, more needs to be done, especially on implementation. It is evident from the various sources on rape and violence against women and girls in India that efforts are underway to curtail the behavior. Nevertheless, it is also clear that the weaknesses in the existing laws and implementation, coupled with cultural inclinations that discriminate women, as well as, widespread stigma towards rape victims have significantly thwarted the fight against rape and violence on women.         
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